When things go terribly
wrongéPostventi on
suicide In schools:
Guidelines for best practice

Larry Berkowitz, Ed.D.
Director, Riverside Trauma Center



POSTVENTION GOALS

A Facilitate healthy grieving
A Stabilize the environment

A Reduce the risk of negative consequences and
behaviors (contagion)

A - A few words about contagion (M.Gould studies)




Role of media In promoting
suicide contagion
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Simplistic explanations

Repetitive, prominent coverage

Sensational Coverage

Reportingomhawscriptions

Glorifying suicide or persons who die by

suicide

Focusing only on positive characteristics

Media Guidelines for responsible reporting:
www.sprc.org/library/sreporting.pdf




